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Opening Words

Good afternoon everyone.

We will now commence the Friendship City Signing Ceremony between Moka and the Shire of Harvey.

Message from the City of Moka

Council Chairman

First, I'd like to congratulate all of you here on this signing
ceremony of the Friendship City program between the Shire of
Harvey and the City of Moka.

It is a great pleasure for us, the Members of the City Council, to
share this precious moment at our City Council Assembly Hall.

We are delighted that we have already established some truly
wonderful programs to reach today’s goal.

For instance, the sister school program between Australind Senior
High School and Moka Junior High School starting in 2003.

We started the online exchange between Harvey and Moka in
March of last year, and now the online meeting between Harvey
Senior High School and three Junior High Schools Naganuma,
Kugeta and Monobe in the Ninomiya area as of last November.

We show the utmost respect to all the people who have worked
hard for these genuine and forthcoming exchanges through our
mutual understanding of our culture and nature.

To conclude my speech, we pray these difficult times of COVID-19
will return to normal as soon as possible and that the mutual
prosperity and understanding between our cities will last long and
continue to nurture the next generation to come.

Thank you very much.

“We show the utmost respect
to all the people who have
worked hard for these
genuine and forthcoming
exchanges through our
mutual understanding of our
culture and nature’”

Mr Takashi Watanabe

City of Moka Council
Chairman
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Welcome to
Country

Noongar Elder Lesley Ugle of the Harvey Aboriginal Corporation will
present a Welcome to Country.

Welcome to Country is delivered by Traditional Owners peoples who have
been given permission to welcome visitors to their Country.

Acknowledgement of Country

The Shire of Harvey acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land and their continuing connection to
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all members of our Aboriginal communities and their
cultures; and to Elders both past, present and emerging.
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Message from Consul-General of

Japan, Perth

On behalf of the Consulate-General of Japan in Perth, | would like
to express my heartfelt congratulations to the people of the Shire
of Harvey, and the City of Moka on their signing of the Friendship
City Agreement.

Western Australia opened its borders in March this year after a long
period of isolation, but even under these conditions both cities held
online school exchange. | believe it was the continued commitment
to such activities by both cities, their schools, and related parties,
that has enabled the realisation of this agreement.

We have high expectations that mutual visits between WA and Japan,
including the resumption of direct flights between Narita and Perth
(temporarily suspended during the pandemic), will be ramped up
again soon, making the realisation of this agreement very welcome
news indeed. | expect this agreement will deepen exchange and
bring mutual benefits in areas from industry, to education, cultural
exchange and tourism.

We look forward to the Shire of Harvey and Moka City engaging
with and involving their local communities, as such involvement is
clearly the bedrock of long and successful friendship and sister city
agreements.The Consulate-General of Japan will also continue to do
allit can to restart and increase person to person exchange between
Japan and Western Australia.

We know that the people of the Shire of Harvey will respond to any
visitors from Moka with a very warm welcome and display of typical
south-west hospitality. Likewise, we would expect the people of
Moka do the same with open arms and amazing Japanese hospitality
for the people of the Shire of Harvey.

The commitment to cultural exchange and mutual understanding
is invaluable, strengthening the bridge of friendship between our
countries and ensuring it will continue for generations.

| would like to thank President Gillett and the Shire of Harvey, and
Mayor Ishizaka and the City of Moka for your efforts to realise this
agreement and express my deepest appreciation. | look forward

to seeing the Australia-Japan relationship continue to flourish in the
years to come.

“The Consulate-General of
Japan will also continue to
do all it can to restart and
increase person to person
exchange between Japan
and Western Australia.”

Mr Toru Suzuki

Consul-General of
Japan in Perth
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Message from the Australian

Embassy, Tokyo

Congratulations to Moka City in Tochigi and the Shire of Harvey
in Western Australia on the establishment of the Friendship City
relationship.

| was pleased to hear the relationship between Moka and Harvey
started with an exchange arrangement between Moka Junior High
School and Australind Senior High School in 2003.

Over many years, students from Moka and Harvey have travelled
to each other’s schools to learn about each other’s culture and
language.

When travel became difficult during the COVID period, the
students shifted online to continue their engagement.

Located south of Perth in Western Australia, Harvey was originally
known by its Indigenous residents as the place of the red-tailed
black cockatoo.

Today, Harvey is known for its natural beauty - stunning beaches,
rivers and agricultural land.

Moka City in Tochigi is similarly blessed with diverse natural beauty,
notably its forests, water ways and rolling hills. Its rich farming land
has earned Moka the reputation as having some of the tastiest
strawberries in Japan.

Australia has recently opened its borders to tourists, and we are
looking forward towelcomingJapanese people,including students,
back to Australia.

As Japan takes similar steps to open up, | hope it will not be too
long before students in Moka and Harvey are able to meet each
other again face-to-face.

Therelationship between Australiaand Japan has neverbeen closer,
and these ties are built on the foundation of strong people-to-
people links.

I am delighted the relationship between Moka City and the Shire
of Harvey will continue to contribute to this friendship between our
two countries into the future.

“The relationship between
Australia and Japan has
never been closer, and
these ties are built on the
foundation of strong people-
to-people links.”

Mr Greg Ralph
Chargé d'affaires
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Message from the Superintendent,
Moka Board of Education

I am very glad that we are just about to complete an agreement “l am filled with deep emotion
as friendship cities with each other. when | reflect upon the 15
years. Relationships of the
students from both schools
have led us to a completion
They have reached beyond language and cultural barriers by of a Friendship Cities
learning about the culture and lifestyle of each country. agreement today.”

Students of Moka Junior High School and Australind Senior High
School have had a close relationship for 15 years.

I am filled with deep emotion when | reflect upon the 15 years.
Relationships of the students from both schools have led us to a
completion of a Friendship Cities agreement today.

In November last year, an online exchange was implemented
between Harvey Senior High School and three schools (Kugeta
Junior High School, Naganuma Junior High School, and Monobe
Junior High School) in Moka.

Evenin the situation of COVID-19, the students could talk and enjoy
their interactions through the internet and the rooms were filled
with smiles.

We had a precious experience.

We will remember today as an opportunity to make a significant
step forward in the development of a community of people,
tourism, economics, and so on.

Moreover, | hope educational exchanges will be more active
than ever and the bond will be much tighter by deepening our Mr Takao Yamanaka
understanding between schools and students who will bear the

) the Superintendent,
next generation.

Moka Board of Education
Lastly, | am grateful to all the relevant people who dedicated
themselves to the realization of our Friendship City agreement.



o PP

BEEHMEBERNGDAvE—D

BiEh&/\—J—hORFEmREEICH ) DKV BEUR
LEWFET,

BREPEREA =AU R Z T IN\ART—VDERET B
INETISEICO) HERRZBLTEVDOEFBIEDXL
R EEPEBDEVEZBA T RBTBERERNTEERLE,
RO INE TCDIRRH CDORFEHENEFT DN E
ISRV E EZ T,

FEEFET1BICIE. BB ER - A THAPER - MERERD3
REIN=TA— I ZTINART—IVEDA VA VR RIE
LELlc. AR+ BIcBWTh A 2—xy ba@BL TREEL K
BB SNBDRRD CEFTEIE EREBICE > TEELRRERE
TUE LT

SHEZKELT AHIORRIE—RAR. B -BREGELV
PHICBVWTREBITBIETLLED EHILHBERREKIER
IThN AHEORERE L. ZLTERREESFELEBRLH
B ROEVNAHHK—BRNMETREIENS T EZHFL
TYHEE A,

O CORFEHREHEICRLEL T INE TTRAVEL
BBREOERITOIVEILERL LIS SHREETETOEE
£,

1I5FZIRYRDE BRDZ
NETORRD TDREFED
MRS DWW ez &l
AR EEZ LT,

EMMHBEERER
BER WU Fi

13



Message from the Director of
Education, South West

I would like to acknowledge that for 15 years a relationship “Today we celebrate this
has been maintained by the students of two schools occasion when the Shire
Australind Senior High School in the Southwest Education of Harvey has opportunity
Region and Moka Junior High School in Japan. to open minds and hearts

for their students, teachers,
and community to rich
experiences in other parts
of the world as we continue
to promote friendship and

educational partnerships
Itis a wonderful achievement that four students from Harvey into the future with Moka?”

SeniorHigh Schoolinteracted with nine Japanese students to
share life and school experiences from their own school sites
using technology.

More recently, in November 2021, Harvey Senior High
School and three schools in Moka; Kugeta JHS, Naganuma
JHS, Monobe JHS engaged in an online exchange to bond as
friends and students sharing classroom experiences,
8,121kms apart.

An occurrence that made memories and friendships.

Today we celebrate this occasion when the Shire of Harvey
has opportunity to open minds and hearts for their students,
teachers, and community to rich experiences in other parts
of the world as we continue to promote friendship and
educational partnerships into the future with Moka.

Today it is my pleasure to attend an event that formalizes a
long-term relationship with the signing of an agreement of
friendship cities.

| thank all parties who have contributed to this event. Ms Sue Cuneo
Director of Education,

South West Education
Region
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Speech from the

Mayor of the City of Moka

It is our great pleasure to have this opportunity to make an agreement
on the Friendship City program between the Shire of Harvey and the
City of Moka, with the attendance of Mr. Tom Wilson, a counsellor

of the public diplomacy at the Australian Embassy in Japan, the
members of the City Council, educators, and the representatives of
the business world.

We appreciate Shire President Councillor Paul Gillett and many other
citizens of the Shire of Harvey for giving us this special occasion to reach

thisagreementeven undersuchadifficultsituation broughtby COVID-19.

Our City is located in the center of the main island of Japan, about 100
kilometers north of Tokyo. It is well balanced with abundant nature,
industry and commerce, inhabited by about 78,000 citizens.

Our City has steadily been advancing as a charming, energeticand proud
place across the country.We have tried very hard to strengthen the brand
power and the reputation of our City mainly through our strawberries
which are the best both in quality and quantity.

We have been keeping very outgoing friendship relations in many fields
with the City of Glendora in America and Douliu in Taiwan for over 30
years. We honestly welcome this new friendship with the Shire of Harvey
and expect our active exchange hereafter.

In 2003, Australind Senior High School and Moka Junior High School
started their sister school program. Ever since then, over 300 students
have visited both regions and exchanged their friendships to foster their
mutual understandings of our cultures and traditions. And we had a

splendid time exchanging ourideasthrough ouronline-meetinglastyear.

Through thisfriendship program, we honestly hope that both the Shire of
Harvey and Moka will become better friends and expand to sister school
activities, cooperate in social, cultural, and economic areas.

Let us foster the mutual prosperity and understanding between our
countries and continue to nurture the next generation as citizens of the
world to come. We expect to visit your region as soon as possible, and
have achanceto gettoknow each other better, experience theabundant
nature and rich culture and enjoy many new experiences. On the next
opportunity we have to welcome you in the near future, we will treat you
as most favoured friends with our great strawberries and a warm and
pleasant personality of Moka citizens.

To conclude this speech, | pray for the prosperity and happiness of both
regions and all the people who are present here today.

Thank you very much.

“Let us foster the mutual
prosperity and understanding
between our countries and
continue to nurture the next
generation as citizens of the
world to come””

Mr Shinichi Ishizaka
Mayor, City of Moka
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On behalf of the Shire of Harvey, | would like to acknowledge and
thank Moka City dignitaries for your attendance today.

Joining me here in Harvey today are my fellow Councillors and our
Shire Executives, the Consul General of Japan in Perth, The Council
of Local Authorities for International Relations, local members of
parliament, State Government officials, teachers and students of our
schools that learn Japanese.

Today, | have the great honour of signing a Friendship Agreement with
the City of Moka, creating a special link between our two regions. This
agreement will promote cooperation in the areas of tourism, culture,
trade and commerce, as well as education and social welfare.

Western Australia has a strong history of Sister and Friendship City
relationships with Japan. However, this is the first such relationship for
us and we are excited that it is with the City of Moka.

Long before today, our schools have created an ongoing bond.
Continuing to develop this relationship will provide unmeasurable
benefit for our future generations.

Located less than a 2 hour drive south of Perth, Western Australia, the

Harvey Region is home to more than 29,000 people across ten towns.

Our lands cover an area of 1728 kilometres, with 42 kilometres of
coastline, rich, irrigated coastal plains, endless forest and rolling hills.

Our vision is to strive together, towards an even better lifestyle. To
achieve this, we seek to learn from others, foster the exchange of ideas
and develop strong relationships with those around us and further
afield.

Though we are oceans apart, we have similar values with the City of
Mokaofenvironment,cooperation, history,community,educationand
culture.

We look forward to sharing these values and creating a deep and
respectful relationship into the future.

“Continuing to develop

this bond today and for

our future generations will
provide unmeasurable
benefit to our communities.”
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Speech from a Student
at Moka Junior High School

Thank you for giving me the chance to speak at an occasion “| felt the distance shortened
like this. It is a shame that we are unable to interact with between Connor and me
each other as we used to due to the COVID-19 pandemic. whenever | saw him working
My brother was accepted to host a student when he was a year hard to learn about Japanese
8student.Thefollowing year, my brother home stayed with the culture, and communicating

student we hosted.

with Japanese people.”

| was nine years old when my family hosted someone. |
remember feeling nervous and not being able to talk to my first
friend from overseas, Connor. However, we really felt like family
with eating and spending time together.

Connor’s personality was really memorable. On his first day in
Japan, without saying anything, he knelt down and said“I'm in
your care”in Japanese while being nervous. He behaved like a
Japanese person. | was speechless.

Connor was also proactive in speaking Japanese with me. | felt
the distance shortened between Connor and me whenever

I saw him working hard to learn about Japanese culture, and
communicating with Japanese people.

When my brother came back from Australia, he felt like a
different person with overflowing confidence. My brotherthen
talked about his wonderful experience and the kindness he
received to us.

There have been different struggles thanks to the COVID-19 Miyu Yamazaki
pandemic. But because of all those hardships, | really fully Moka Junior High School
understandtheimportance ofhumankindnessandinteraction.

| believe that we will continue to build good relationships and
deepen our friendship with Australind.

| wish for success and happiness in both cities.
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Video from Australind Senior

High School

Due to COVID-19, Students from Australind Senior High School will
present a short video in Japanese.

Hello. We are the Year 10 Japanese Class. Nice to meet you.
Today, we interviewed two students.

Nice to meet you. | am Beatrice. I'm 15 years old and | like bread.
Nice to meet you. | am Brooke. I'm 15 years old and | like candy.
How is your Japanese study?

Since primary school, studying Japanese has been fun. Last year, |
couldn’t study it, so when I was able to resume studying this year, | was

really happy.

What would you like to experience in Japan?

If | have a chance to go to Japan while | am a student, | would like to

experience a day in the life of a Japanese student. In particular, | would
like to take part in the famous Culture and Sports festivals and make
lots of new friends.

Is there anything else you would like to share?

My dream is to go to Japan and see the winter scenery. | would also like
to visit some Japanese traditional gardens. My ultimate dreamis to live
in Japan for several years.

How is your Japanese study?

I'm still studying, but | think it is a great experience to study different
cultures and languages.

Itis difficult to explain clearly, butllike how | can feel that the traditions
and culture of Japan through their language. For example, because
of the Kanji characters, lots of different meanings can be directly
communicated. This is something that it is hard to experience in
English.

Do you plan to continue your Japanese studies in the future?

Inthefuture,lwould like to study Japanese at university and, if possible,
do a student exchange. At that time, | would love to visit Moka.

“In the future, | would like to
study Japanese at university
and, if possible, do a student
exchange. At that time, |
would love to visit Moka.”

Beatrice and Brooke

Australind Senior High
School
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Konnichi wa. Juunensei no nihongo kurasu desu. Douzo yoroshiku
Kyou wa futari no seito ni inta-byu- shimashita.

Hajimemashite. watashi wa Beatorisu desu. Juugo sai de pan ga suki
desu.

Hajimemashite. Watashi wa Burukku desu. Juugo sai de ame ga suki
desu.

Nihon no benkyou wa dou desuka?

Shougakkou kara Nihongo no benkyou ga tanoshikatta desu. Kyonen,
benkyou tsuzuku noga dekinakatta kara kotoshi mata benkyou
shihajimeta node totemo ureshikatta desu.

Nihon ni nani o keiken shitai desuka?

Gakusei no aida nihon ni iku koto ga attara, ichinichi nihon no gakusei
raifu wo keiken shitai desu. Tokuni yuumeina bunkasai ya taiikusai ni
sanka shite, takusan no atarashii tomodachi wo tsukuri tai desu.

Hoka ni nani ka arimasuka?

Watashi no yume wa nihon ni itte, fuyu no yuki keshiki wo miru koto
desu. Sore kara, jinja ya nihon teien nimo itte mitai desu. Saishuu
mokuteki wa nihon ni nan nenka sumu koto desu.

Nihon no benkyou wa dou desuka?

Mada benkyouchuu desuga, chigau bunka ya kotoba ni tsuite narau
koto ga subarashii keiken desu.

Setsumeigamuzukashiidesuganihonnokotobakarasonoshuukanya
bunka o kanjiru koto ga dekiru to omoimasu. Tatoeba kanji ga aru kara,
kotoba noiroironaimiga chokusetsu wakaru to omoimasu. Eigo niwa
amari nai kara ii to omoimasu.

Shourai, Nihongo no benkyou o tsuzukeru tsumori desuka?

Shourai, daigaku de Nihongo wo benkyou shite, soshite dekireba
nihon ni koukan ryuugaku wo shitai desu. Sono toki mooka niiketaraii
to omoimasu.

“Shourai, daigaku de Nihongo
wo benkyou shite, soshite
dekireba nihon ni koukan
ryuugaku wo shitai desu.
Sono toki mooka ni iketara ii

to omoimasu.’
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Students - Brooke and
Beatrice
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1 - Delegations

The City of Moka and the Shire of Harvey support mutual receptions of visiting
delegations.

The City of Moka and the Shire of Harvey support mutual cooperation and
exchanges in industry, education, promotion of tourism and other sectors of the
community.

3 - Exchange of Information

The City of Moka and the Shire of Harvey support the exchange of information
concerning history, culture, education and research.

4 - Goodwill and Friendship

The City of Moka and the Shire of Harvey support any other exchange activities
in all areas for the purpose of promoting goodwill and friendship between the
two regions and our respective countries.
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The Exchange of Gifts

The City of Moka is honoured to present:

FRAMED COTTON TAPESTRY

A traditional craft‘Moka cotton’ of the Shire of Harvey logo. Since ancient times, cotton has been
cultivated actively in and around Moka City, and women farmers have woven cotton during farming
operations. Around the Bunsei and Tenpo eras of the Edo period (from the early to mid-1800s of the
Christian era), cotton became a major product of Moka and the area became a prosperous place.
After that, the cotton industry declined due to the influx of imported cotton yarn. In 1986, the ‘Moka
Cotton Preservation Promotion Association’was established to train weaving engineers and restore
‘Moka cotton’as a traditional craft.

POTTERY

A pottery bowl made by Daisuke Iguchi, a ceramic artist living in Moka City. Mr Iguchi is one of the
leading artists in the ceramic art world, having won the 14th Paramita Ceramic Art Award (2019),

and has been highly acclaimed for holding solo exhibitions overseas.Now his works are seen at the
Art Fair in Paris, France. He is planning to have his solo exhibition in Brussels, Belgium in November,

2023.
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The Exchange of Gifts

The Shire of Harvey is honoured to present:

FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH OF THE HARVEY REGION

A framed image of the Harvey Region by local photographer Haydn Jones. The image depicts cows
grazing along the Darling Scarp, overlooking the Swan Coastal Plain, north of the Harvey townsite.
Our rich, irrigated farm land, surrounded by forest, produces some of Australia’s best food.

HANDCRAFTED WOODEN BOWL

A wooden bowl made from three native timbers of Western Australia, including Jarrah, Marri and
She-oak. Ukrainian. It was handcrafted by Dr Andrew Prusenko, a Ukraine-Australian artist and
surgeon who resides in our Region.
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Harvey Hills by Hadyn
Jones Photography

Dr Andrew Prusenko
Featured Wood Gallery
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Moka City
Traditional
Drummers

The Sontoku Taiko Preservation Society was
established in 2004 and is a group that plays the

traditional Japanese percussion instrument‘Wadaiko’

based in Moka City.

The majestic sound of drums of various sizes is
powerful, and they have appeared in many events
mainly in the city.

For today’s ceremony, they will play ‘Tenchi’ the
performance that won the National Sevens Taiko

Championship Women'’s Division in 2021.
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Closing Address
CEO, Shire of Harvey
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Today we have both signed an agreement of friendship and
goodwill, written with the opportunity for an even better lifestyle for
all.

We look forward to one day visiting Moka City and likewise, welcoming
you to our shores. The Shire of Harvey is now one of your second
homes.

| would like to express my deepest respect to those who have
contributed to today’s event. Thank you - Arigato gozaimasu.

We look forward to many more occasions and a future where our
partnership thrives.

Sayonara. Mata au made.
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Special Thanks

We would like to thank the government bodies,
organisations, performers, teachers, students,
masters of ceremonies, interpreters and participants
without whose help this Friendship City Agreement
would not have been possible.
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